The Santa’s Helpers Program is a program that provides holiday gifts to families in need who have children under 16 years of age. It began in 1973 by a community member and has since grown and been taken over by Sibley County Human Services staff with the assistance of numerous community organizations. 
The 2011 program will occur on December 6th, 7th, and 8th and will be held at the American Lutheran Church in Gaylord. Applications for the program are available at the Human Services office which is located at the Sibley County Service Center located at 111 8th Street in Gaylord.  Applications must be received by November 18th.  If the application is complete and the family is eligible, the family will be notified of the date and time to attend the program.  Applicants will be required to provide proof of residency for at least 30 days and evidence of receiving one of the following services; WIC, Food Support, Headstart, SSI, Medical Assistance, Minnesota Care,  MFIP, Fuel Assistance, Free/Reduced school lunches, TEFRA, or Child Care Assistance. 
Community members can contribute to the program with monetary donations, dropping off toys in designated drop off boxes that at located in area of businesses, dropping toys off at the Human Services Office, or by contacting Human Services at 507-237-4000 asking for Stacy or Dawn.  The success of the program depends upon the generous contributions from local community members, businesses, schools, and service organizations.

